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How to Become an Effective Lawmaker
Based on research from the Center for Effective Lawmaking

DEFINE your 
lawmaking agenda
    o Draw from your district

    o Employ your personal 
        expertise

    o Focus on your top priorities

    o Integrate your committee       	
        work into your agenda

    o Never give up on your core 
        causes

    o Explore what works in other     	
        states

ENGAGE with your 
lawmaking partners
    o Enlist experts, staff, and 
         advocates

    o Negotiate early with leaders

    o Grow bipartisan support

    o Articulate shared goals clearly

    o Galvanize grassroots support

    o Expand your coalition beyond      	
        your chamber

Commit to being an effective lawmaker
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